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Ready for Referendum  
Our Recommendation  

Following nearly three years of  exhaustive research and study, the library leadership 

team recommends the Johnson County Public Library Board conduct a public 

referendum on the Franklin Branch project in May 2012 based on the following:  

Á The current branch capacity is seriously limited. A new branch  

   will meet current and future needs.  

Á The size and scope of  the Franklin Branch project is consistent  

   with libraries of  similarly sized Indiana communities.  

Á The proposed Downtown property meets the teamõs location 

   criteria, and presents a unique opportunity to help the city.  

Á The taxpayer investment is reasonable and affordable,   

   especially with historically low construction costs and favorable  

   financing rates.  

Á Public support is positive, based on community meetings,  

   focus groups and independent public opinion polls.  

 



Franklin Branch:  

The Need  
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The Libraryõs strategic plan provides  

a blueprint for meeting current and future  

needs of  Johnson County residents.  

PHASE 1    Buy Clark Pleasant Branch  

                     (Completed in 2006)  

PHASE 2    Build new Trafalgar Branch  

                     (Completed in 2007)  

PHASE 3    Construct new Franklin Branch  

PHASE 4    Address needs at White River Branch  

PHASE 5   Address future of  Clark Pleasant Branch;  

                     possibly Bargersville Branch  

Ready for Referendum  
Part of  Master Plan  



Á Community Advisory Committee  

Á Represented entire county  

Á Reviewed needs analysis,  

   other studies  

Á Recommended comprehensive,  

   multi -phased building plan  

Á Clark Pleasant  (completed)  

   Trafalgar       (completed)  

   Franklin  

   White River  

   Bargersville  

Ready for Referendum  
Community recommended  

a new branch in 2005  



Á For every 4 items added  

   to collection in 2010,  

   3 had to be removed  

Á Cannot meet all requests  

   for use of  community room  

Á Public uses computers  

   100 percent in prime time  

       Recommended standard:  

        1 computer per 500 patrons  

         JCPL Franklin Branch 2010:  

        1 computer per 3,211 patron sessions  

 

 

Ready for Referendum  
Space limitation impacts service  
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Á Current Franklin facility:  

      21,500 square feet  

Á Actual need in 1987:  

      40,000 square feet  

Á Nationally recognized  

   library space study  

   consultant recommended:  

      70,000 to 90,000 square feet  

Á Comparable population libraries:  

      50,000 -100,000 square feet  

Ready for Referendum  
Two space studies show need  



Á 1990 census for SA  

    19,251 population  

 

Á 2000 census for SA  

    25,706 population  

 

Á 2010 census for SA  

    29,885 population  

Service Area  

Franklin, Union, Needham Townships  

 

Comparable population libraries in Indiana:  
50,000 -100,000 square feet  

 
Franklin: Writing the Next Chapter  

Ready for Referendum  
Service area has increased 55.2%  



 2003 to 2013 housing growth  

Franklin Branch service area  

Á Franklin Township     9.4% 

Á Needham Township   32.0% 

Á Union Township   15.8% 

Á TOTAL    15.4% 

White River Branch service area  

Á White River Township  11.6% 

 

Franklin: Writing the Next Chapter  

Ready for Referendum  
Population trend will continue  


